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and wider: till not only in my own domains, but in
every quarter of the world, no man even of the lowest
caste but would have deemed himself dishonoured by
the very suspicion that he was willing to give me his
daughter as a wife. So the door of marriage seemed
to be shut, as it were, in my face, and I was known
through the world as the Bachelor1 King,

And at last, my uncle gave up the idea of my
marriage in despair, saying: Thou must find, if thou
canst, something to marry other than a woman: for
the women will not have thee. And now, unless some
goddess or demon takes pity on thee, thou art cer-
tainly doomed. But I laughed within myself, caring
no more for my disaster than do the forest elephants
for the touch of the creepers that whip them as they
push through the forest heart. And I said to my
uncle: O uncle, why not endeavour to buy for me
a wife, if all other methods fail ? Or dost thou fear
to find that, in so bad a market, the very merchants
will not sell?

(Hal &urgdm, art thou attentive 1 And the goddess
answered: Dear Swan, speak on: I listen. And she
caressed his snowy neck with the lotus of her hand.)

1 An ircaical term (brahmachdrf)t as though to say, one who
does not 'wish for a wife, though, in fact, he could not get
one.

m The inaccessible one: a name of Parwatl.